
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 5

   DATE: January 21, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Developments and Activities 
Ending on January 14, 2000

   FROM: William E. Muno, Director
Superfund Division

     TO: Francis X. Lyons
Regional Administrator

David A. Ullrich
Deputy Regional Administrator

The activities listed below are organized by site-specific
activities and training/conferences:

SITE-SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

Liquid Nitrogen Tank Spill, Lindsey South Side Facility,
Cincinnati, Ohio

On January 8, 2000, United States Environmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Steve Renninger,
the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Ohio EPA),
Cincinnati Fire Department, and U.S. Coast Guard responded to
a tank spill at the Lindsey South Side Facility in Cincinnati,
Ohio.  A 1,000,000 gallon storage tank ruptured, spilling
380,000 gallons of liquid nitrogen into the Ohio River.  OSC
Renninger worked with facility representatives and local
agencies to develop a response plan and a site plan to deal
with further risks from damaged adjacent tanks containing
petroleum and other chemicals.  Four adjacent tanks, each with
1,000,000 gallon capacity were structurally damaged during the
initial tank failure.  From January 8-9, 2000, contingencies
were implemented to prevent further environmental damage. 
From January 10-12, 2000, facility contractors transferred
petroleum and chemicals from the four adjacent tanks to
prevent further release.  U.S. Coast Guard Atlantic Strike
Team assisted U.S. EPA with the emergency response.

Contact:  Steve Renninger (513-569-7539)
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PRP Asphalt/Oil Spill Response, Marathon Oil Company Refinery,
Detroit, Michigan

On January 3, 2000, U.S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Kurt
Grunert responded to a 21,000 gallon asphalt/oil spill at the
Marathon Oil Company Refinery in Detroit, Michigan.  The spill
was the result of a refinery pipeline break that was located
next to three Norfolk Southern railroad tracks between the
refinery and the Rouge River terminal.  Approximately 25,000
square feet of surface area was impacted by the spilled
asphalt/oil.  In addition to the surface area impacted,
approximately 1,000 feet of railroad tracks and associated
granite ballast were covered with the spilled material.  A
storm water drainage ditch which flows to the Rouge River was
also flooded with the asphalt/oil.  Marathon Oil Company has
contracted with two cleanup contractors and received
additional support from Northfolk Southern and ConRail to
remove the spilled material from all areas impacted by the
spill.  U.S. EPA and the Superfund Technical Assistance and
Response Team (START) are overseeing the potential responsible
party (PRP) cleanup efforts.  As of January 13, 2000,
approximately 2,800 yards of spilled material had been removed
and staged for disposal.  Railroad track and granite ballast
removal has been scheduled for weekends only (the three
railroad tracks are main arteries through Detroit).  Final
cleanup of the spill area is scheduled for the week ending
January 28, 2000.

Contact:  Kurt Grunert (734-692-7684)

Diesel Fuel Spill Response, Atlas Oil Co., Macomb County,
Michigan

On January 3, 2000, On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Ralph Dollhopf
responded to the scene of a highway transportation accident on
I-94 near 14 Mile Road in Macomb County, Michigan.  The
accident caused the release of approximately 8,000 gallons of
diesel fuel into a freeway drainage ditch which is a tributary
to the Clinton River.  The OSC with the Superfund Technical
Assistance and Response Team (START) support directed and
monitored cleanup and recovery efforts by the spiller's (Atlas
Oil Co.) contractor, Marine Pollution Control.  By January 4,
2000, cleanup efforts were 90 percent complete.
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Contact:  Ralph Dollhopf (734-692-7664)

Ammonia Release Response, Norquick Distributing, Canton,
Michigan

On January 12, 2000, On-Scene Coordinators (OSCs) Ralph
Dollhopf and Kurt Grunert responded to the scene of an ammonia
explosion and release at Norquick Distributing in Canton,
Michigan.  Two facility workers were injured and treated at
local hospitals during the event.

The OSCs and the Superfund Technical Assistance & Response
Team (START) provided air monitoring support to the local
HAZMAT Incident Commander and managed the containment and
cleanup of fire suppression run-off (high pH water caused by
ammonia mixing with fire suppression water to form ammonium
hydroxide) from off-site surface drains.  U.S. EPA's support
facilitated the response and enabled downgrading of the event
in late evening on January 12, 2000.

Contacts:  Ralph Dollhopf (734-692-7682)
           Kurt Grunert (734-692-7684)

Combined Unilateral Administrative Order Issued, B&B Salt
Water Disposal, Clay and Jasper Counties, Illinois

In June of 1999, On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Betty Lavis, at
the request of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources
(IDNR), inspected two abandoned crude oil production/salt
water injection facilities in central Illinois.  In July, the
OSC Betty Lavis issued a Letter of Federal Interest to the
leaseholder and property owners.  Subsequent discussions with
the owners failed to produce a satisfactory schedule and work
plan for a voluntary cleanup.  On December 23, 1999, a
combined unilateral administrative order (UAO) citing both
Section 311 of the Clean Water Act and Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) authority was issued to owners requiring them to
address the crude oil discharges from facilities to waters of
the United States, and to conduct removal actions to address
releases of CERCLA hazardous waste.  The pits at both sites
represent a threat to migratory birds which could mistake the
surface for a pond.

The first brine injection facility is in rural Clay County,
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Illinois, and consisted of seventeen oil storage tanks,
miscellaneous pails and drums, and two raised pits containing
oil and brine, both filled to overflowing.  Crude oil/brine
had leaked out, pooled over the surrounding area, and migrated
into a nearby creek and subsequently into the Little Wabash
River.  There was also CERCLA hazardous waste present in
numerous buckets labeled "Vanilaplex".  Vanilaplex, also known
as vinylidene chloride, and 1,1-dichloroethylene, is a
colorless, volatile liquid that can produce a poisonous gas
when exposed to heat or flame.  The second brine injection
facility is close to the City of Rosehill in Jasper County,
Illinois, and consisted of an injection well and a large
overflowing pit and berm.  Oil/brine has migrated and pooled
in the surrounding soybean field.  From there it flows into a
network of ditches until it discharges into a nearby creek.

Contacts:  Betty Lavis (312-886-7183)
           Thomas Nash (312-886-0552)

Unilateral Administrative Order Issued (Crude Oil Discharges),
Shiloh Construction Inc., Lawrenceville, Illinois

On December 27, 1999, a unilateral administrative order (UAO)
under Section 311 of the Clean Water Act was issued to Shiloh
Construction, Inc., of Lawrenceville, Illinois, requiring them
to address crude oil discharges from the facility to waters of
the United States.  In June of 1999, Federal On-Scene
Coordinator (OSC) Betty Lavis, at the request of the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), inspected the Withers
tank battery, an abandoned crude oil production facility
located close to Lawrenceville in rural Lawrence County,
Illinois.  At the time of the site inspection, the facility
consisted of a number of  rusty, leaking oil-filled stock and
recovery tanks inside an unlined dirt berm.  The berm was
filled to overflow and breached in numerous spots so that an
oil pond surrounded the bermed area, which then flowed
downhill in a ditch adjacent to the road in front of the tank
battery.  The IDNR inspectors stated the discharge had been
occurring for several years, and during rain events and
winter/spring floods, the oil flows down the hill to flooded
bottom land and the creek that runs through it.  In July, the
OSC Betty Lavis issued a Letter of Federal Interest to the
leaseholder, Shiloh Construction, Inc.  Discussions with the
leaseholder failed to produce a satisfactory schedule and work
plan for a voluntary cleanup, so a UAO was issued.
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Contacts:  Betty Lavis (312-886-7183)
           Robert Guenther (312-886-0566)

Site Restoration Inspection, Burrows Sanitation Superfund
Site, Hartford, Michigan

In December 1999, an inspection of restoration work at
remedial action completion took place for the Burrows
Sanitation Superfund site in Hartford, Michigan.  Site
restoration activities included removal of underground water
collection sumps, removal of fencing, site regrading, and
removal of excavated brush.  The Burrows site is approximately
10 acres in size.

Completed remedial action requirements under the 1992 remedial
design/remedial action Consent Decree at the Burrows site have
included: extraction, off-site treatment, and disposal of
2,600,000 gallons of groundwater; groundwater sampling and
reporting to demonstrate compliance with standards for five
identified site compounds; submittal of the Post-Remedial
Action Monitoring and Maintenance Plan; and, submittal of the
Post-Remedial Action Monitoring and Maintenance Completion
Report. 

Contact:  Jeff Gore (312-886-6552)

Public Meeting, Shelly Ditch Site, Crawsfordsville, Indiana

On December 15, 1999, an Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Community Involvement Coordinator attended a public meeting
for the Shelly Ditch site in Crawsfordsville, Indiana.  The
Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) and
Raybestos (one of the potential responsible parties) have been
unable to agree on cleanup levels in the lower sections of the
Ditch.  As a result, IDEM has involved the U.S. EPA.  Over 60
people attended the meeting, and asked questions regarding
cleanup schedules, penalties, U.S. EPA's involvement, and
responsibility for the cleanup.  Shelly Ditch is a County
ditch which manages storm water and winds through the
residential property of 17 homeowners.  An elementary school
and commercial businesses are also adjacent to the Ditch. 

Contact:  Janet Pope (312-353-8780)

Update Meeting, North Sanitary Landfill Superfund Site,
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Dayton, Ohio 

On December 10, 1999, the Office of Public Affairs (OPA)
Community Involvement Coordinator and the On-Scene Coordinator
provided an update to the Dayton City Council on the status of
the North Sanitary Landfill Superfund site (also know as the
Valleycrest Landfill site), in Dayton, Ohio.  The city council
requested the meeting because of recent constituent and media
calls they have received about the site.  The council also
became interested in the site due to the possible threat the
site could pose to the water aquifers which provide drinking
water to the entire City of Dayton.  U.S. EPA addressed the
removal activities and the community concerns at the site. 
The council offered their assistance in disseminating
information about the site, advertising for future public
meetings, and providing additional resources.  The drum
removal at the site is expected to continue through 2001. 
U.S. EPA has asked the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR) to conduct a health study which was requested
by several residents.  Outreach via community meetings and
fact sheets will continue.

Contacts:  Leo Rosales (312-353-6198)
           Steve Renninger (513-569-7539)

Meeting (State and Local Officials), County Line Landfill,
Fremont, Ohio

On December 2, 1999, U.S. EPA and Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency (Ohio EPA) representatives met with State
Representatives, as well as City and County Officials to
discuss the County Line Landfill.  The meeting focused on
explaining the Superfund program and focusing on ways the
landfill's contamination problems could be addressed by either
Ohio EPA or U.S. EPA.  If the site does not qualify for the
Superfund program, Ohio EPA will work with local entities to
develop a cleanup plan.

Contacts:  Susan Pastor (312-353-1325)
           Tony Rutter (312-886-8961)
           Jim Chapman (312-886-7195)
           Andrew Podowski (312-886-7573)
           Susan Prout (312-353-1029)

Site Tour, Cam-Or, Inc. Superfund Site, Westville, Indiana
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On December 9, 1999, U.S. EPA representatives met with Indiana
Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), potential
responsible party (PRP), and Community Advisory Group (CAG)
representatives.  The group toured the site to familiarize new
personnel with it.  During the tour it was discovered that a
large section of the perimeter fence was missing.  Tire tracks
were discovered throughout the site.  It was later confirmed
by a CAG member that trespassers have been on site regularly
over the past two months.  The PRP representative promised to
repair the fence.  The CAG member wanted acceleration of the
completion of the Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA)
for the groundwater plume, and had health concerns about
drinking water.  The EE/CA for the groundwater plume is
expected to be completed in early February, with a fact sheet
and comment period following soon after.

Contacts:  Leo Rosales (312-353-6198)
           Mike Collins (312-886-6436)

TRAINING/CONFERENCES

Regional Response Team Meeting, Chicago, Illinois

On January 12-13, 2000, Mark Horwitz, Cheryl McIntyre, and
Byron Maggos of the Office of Chemical Emergency Preparedness
and Prevention (OCEPP) attended the Regional Response Team
meeting which was held in the Lake Michigan room of the
Metcalfe building in Chicago, Illinois.  Representatives from
several Federal agencies and all six Region 5 States attended. 
A presentation of The Incident Command System was made, case
studies of three mercury spill responses were discussed, and
Coast Guard Captain John Veentjer made a presentation
describing the response to the grounding of the vessel New
Carissa off the coast of Washington.  The six State
representatives and the Federal agency representatives
reported on recent activities.  The next meeting will be held
in Cincinnati, Ohio, on May 16 and 17, 2000.

Contact:  Mark Horwitz (312-353-9045)

Michigan State Emergency Response Commission Retreat, Lansing,
Michigan
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On January 11, 2000, Glenn Cekus represented U.S. EPA Region 5
Office of Chemical Emergency Preparedness and Prevention
(OCEPP) at the Michigan State Emergency Response Commission
retreat, which was held in Lansing, Michigan.  The State
Emergency Response Commission (SERC) members discussed ways to
address some of the chronic issues that face every SERC:
funding for Local Emergency Response Commissions (LEPCs), the
balance and relationship between compliance and enforcement,
staff turnover, LEPC plan review, etc.  Regarding preparation
of LEPC plans, a lively discussion centered upon the scope of
the plans.  It seems that many LEPCs in Michigan, along with
some SERC members favor expanding the planning to cover all
hazards and not just chemical emergencies.  Also, many members
refrain from addressing transportation related releases.  No
real decision was reached, but Mr. Cekus offered OCEPP
assistance in conducting hazard analysis training so that
transportation related hazards could be better addressed in
LEPC plans in accordance with the intent of the Superfund
Amendments and Reauthorization Act Title III.

Contact:  Glenn Cekus (312-353-6449)

cc:  Steve Herman (OECA)
     Barry Breen (OECA)
     Tim Fields (OSWER)
     Steve Luftig (OSWER)
     Larry Zaragoza (OSWER)
     Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
     Division/Office Directors
     ORA State Coordinators
     Regional Team Managers


